I28                   CONTARINI FLEMING:

mighty scheme practicable. The first point was to baffle
all inquiries after our place of refdge, and to throw all
pursuers off the scent. We agreed that on a certain day
we should take our way, in small and separate parties, by
different routes to the old castle, which we calculated was
about sixty miles distant. Bach man was to bear with
him a rifle, a sword, and pistols, a travelling cloak, his
knapsack, and as much ammunition as he could himself
carry. Our usual hunting dress afforded an excellent
uniform, and those who were without it were immediately
to supply themselves. We were to quit the university
without notice, and each of us on the same day was to
write to his Mends to notify his sudden departure on a
pedestrian tour in Norway. Thus we calculated to gain
time and effectually to baffle pursuit.

In spite of our lavish allowances, as it ever happens
among young men, money was wanting. All that we
possessed was instantly voted a common stock, but several
men required rifles, and funds were deficient. I called for
a crucible: I opened a cabinet: I drew out my famous
gold medal. I gazed at it for a moment, and the classic
cheers amid which it had been awarded seemed to rise
upon my ear. I dashed away the recollection, and in a
few minutes the splendid reward of my profound researches
was melting over the fire, and affording the means of our
full equipment.

CHAPTER III.

IT was the fourth morning of our journey. My companion
was Ulric de Brahe. He was my only junior among the
band, delicate of frame and affectionate in disposition,
though hasty if excited, but my enthusiastic admirer. He
was my great friend, and I was almost as intent to support